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To implement conservation practices, there needs to be direct engagement between farmers and 

conservation professionals. In recent years, research has found that “interaction with a conservation 

professional over time is a consistent predictor of farmer adoption of conservation practices” (Morris 

et. al, 2021). Implementing conservation practices in agriculture is crucial to assure water and soil 

resources for future use, protect crop productivity, and maintain the ecological balance of the region's 

waterways. Currently, in Iowa where this project is based, it is difficult to find information online about 

conservation initiatives and professionals around the state. Our project seeks to help farmers and 

landowners easily find and connect with local conservation professionals.  Find My Watershed 

Coordinator, is an online map that showcases watershed projects, and the conservation professionals 

who manage those projects, in the state of Iowa. Watershed coordinators are a subset of conservation 

professionals who offer technical and financial assistance to farmers and landowners in a defined 

watershed. This project is a collaboration with the Sand County Foundation, Geographic Information 

System experts at Iowa State University, and watershed coordinators. The purpose of the digital map is 

to serve as a resource for farmers to locate their local conservation professionals. By visiting the site, 

individuals can hover over watersheds to see local projects and locate relevant resources, such as 

contact information or links to project websites. This tool increases the accessibility of information for 

those looking to adopt conservation practices onto their land. Conservation practices are more likely to 

be successfully implemented if there is direct communication between farmers and a professional.    
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