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Our mission is to foster the 

science and art of natural 

resource conservation.

When you join SWCS, you join a 
community of conservation 

professionals who care about the 
future of natural resources. Our 
members engage in important 

conversations about soil and water, 
support the sustainability of our 

working landscapes, and serve as 
conservation leaders.
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Professional Societies

As a professional society, we advocate for and support students and 
professionals on their conservation career paths. Our platform 
empowers you to align your local efforts with a global movement, 
amplifying your influence and multiplying your impact.

• Connect members with resources 

and opportunities

• Career support and professional 

development opportunities

• Community and a network building

• Advocate for our industry and it’s 

professionals and students

• Enhance your resume and 

LinkedIn profile
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What We Do

• Advance Knowledge – Journal of Soil and 

Water Conservation, Special Projects, Programs

• Support Learning – International Annual 

Conference, Virtual Events, Chapter Events, 

Awards and Scholarships

• Foster Communication – Conservation Media 

Library, Conservation NewsBriefs, Conservogram

• Advocate – Science and Policy Committee, Advisory 

Sessions, Conservation Practitioner Poll, CEO in DC

• Build Community – Chapters, Networking, Students



SWCS Student Organizations
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Why should you join or start a 
student group through SWCS?

• Networking and Career Growth

• Resume Building and Leadership Development

• Educational Resources and Support

• Community Impact
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Potential Affiliate Student Clubs

• Agronomy/Agriculture 

• Environmental Science

• MANRRS Chapters

• Sustainability

• Climate and Society

• Conservation 

• Women in STEM

• Ducks Unlimited

• Community Garden

• Ecosystem Science

• Sierra Club

• Young Farmers and Ranchers

• Soil Conservation

• Water Conservation

• Green Innovation

• Leadership in STEM
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Program Timeline



WWW.SWCS.ORG

Benefits of SWCS Affiliation

• Listing on the SWCS website

• Use of the SWCS student chapter logo/affiliate logo

• A swag package from SWCS headquarters

• A potential chapter feature on SWCS media platforms

• Resume building tools and support

• $150 reimbursement for meeting/event expenses 
(must complete the end-of-year survey)



WWW.SWCS.ORG

Affiliation Checklist

1. (By November 1) Fill out the primary contact form

2. (At each meeting/event) Ask attendees to fill out the digital sign-in form to 
track event attendance. To be eligible for affiliation, at least ten students must 
fill out this sign-in form. 

3. (Optional) Obtain official student organization standing at your school. 

4. (Optional) After your event, send in photos and a brief description of your 
event to staff for a chance to be featured on SWCS social media platforms.

5. (By May 15) Take the end-of-year survey to provide feedback on your year 
with SWCS. 
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Student Governance Resources

Available at 
swcs.org/studentchapters



Month by Month Breakdown
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September - Kickoff
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October – Build Momentum
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November – Finish the Semester
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January/February – Event Planning
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March/April – Make a Difference
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May – Wrap Up Your Year



Additional Student Resources
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Available at www.swcs.org/students

Virtual Events Career Guidance

ScholarshipsAnnual Conference Leadership Roles
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Virtual Events 

SWCS hosts educational virtual 
events for students and those 

beginning their conservation careers.

View upcoming virtual events and 
archived recordings at 

www.swcs.org/studentevents.
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Career Guidance

• SWCS Guide for Students and Early Career 
Professionals  in Conservation
• Transitioning into graduate school or a job
• Making and maintaining professional connections
• Advice from SWCS members
• Conservation funding opportunities 
• And more! 

• Career Center 

• Conservation Career Profiles
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SWCS International 
Annual Conference 

• Attend – Learn about the latest research, implementation, and policy 

• Make Connections – Student Networking Session

• Present Your Work – Posters, Oral Presentations, Symposia

• Assist as a Student Moderator - Assist with breakout session 
moderation and room support, in exchange, SWCS provides free 
conference registration and three free hotel room nights

• Apply for the Student Leader Internship - Assist with a variety of 
projects and take an active role in the conference, part-time and remote 
optional work
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Leadership Roles

• Student Summer Internship

• (once you graduate) SWCS Emerging Leaders Program

• Student Chapter Leadership

• Science and Policy Committee Student Representative 
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Scholarships

In 2022, SWCS and our chapters gave out over 
$30,000 in scholarships! 

SWCS has three scholarship opportunities for all members. 
Contact your local chapter directly for information regarding 

chapter scholarships.
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Questions?



Thank You!

Renee Bouldin
Chapter and Community Builder

renee.bouldin@swcs.org


